
Dorchester Town Council 
 

Policy Committee 
 

15 May 2023 
 
Present: The Mayor (Councillor J. Hewitt) and Councillors R. Biggs, S. Biles, A. Chisholm, F. 

Hogwood and S. Hosford (Chairman). 
  
Apologies: Councillors T. Harries and G. Jones. 
 
 In Attendance 
 Councillors F. Kent-Ledger, D. Leaper, R. Potter and M. Rennie. 
  
41. Minutes 
 

The Minutes of the Meeting of the Committee held on 20 March 2023, adopted by Council 
on 27 March 2023, were taken as read and were confirmed and signed by the Chairman as a 
correct record. 

 
42. Declaration of Interests 
 

Minute No. 46 - Councillor A. Chisholm declared a pecuniary interest and left the meeting 
during its consideration. 
 
Minute No. 47 – Councillor M. Rennie declared an interest as a Council representative on 
the BID. She addressed the Committee and then left the meeting whilst the matter was 
considered. 
 
Minute No. 51 – Councillor F. E. Kent-Ledger declared an interest and left the meeting 
during its consideration. 
 
Minute No. 51 – The Mayor (Councillor J. Hewitt) and Councillors R. Biggs, A. Chisholm, S. 
Hosford, F. E. Kent-Ledger and M. Rennie declared non-pecuniary interests in this matter.  
 

43. Finance Update 
  

Members considered a report by the Finance Officer which:- 
 

• Updated the Committee on the 2022-23 financial year end position. 
 

• Presented the final Internal Audit report. 
 

• Presented the 2022-23 Annual Governance and Accountability Return (AGAR) 
Annual Internal Audit Report, Annual Governance Statement and Accounting 
Statements. 
 

• Advised on the payments list for the period 1 March to 30 April 2023 and debts over 
30 days. 



 
The Finance Officer responded to Members detailed questions on the report. 

 
Recommended 
 

That the Annual Governance and Accountability Return 2022-23, as set out in 
Appendix 1 to these minutes, be adopted. 

 
Resolved 
 

(1) That the final Internal Audit report and Officer response to it, for 2022-23 be 
noted. 
 
(2) That the payments list, totalling £321,649.79, be approved. 

 
44. Management Committee Extract 
  

Members considered an item referred to it from the Management Committee requesting 
that the Committee release £90,000 funding from the Climate Emergency Reserve so as to 
enable photovoltaic panels to be fitted to the roof of the Borough Gardens House together 
with air source heat pumps to heat both the House and the Greenhouses. The works subject 
to receipt of the necessary permissions. 
 
The Committee requested that a record of the Council’s carbon savings be made and 
periodically reported back to the Committee. Climate work with partners also to be 
recorded. 
 
Resolved 
 

That £90,000 be released from the Council’s Climate Emergency Reserve for this 
project. 

 
45. Cornhill / South Street Task and Finish Group 
 

Members considered the notes of the Task and Finish Group held on 25 April 2023, attached 
at Appendix 2, established to consider improvements to Cornhill and South Street. The 
Committee noted the importance of consulting with the BID and other interested parties on 
the proposals.  
 
Resolved 
 

That the notes of the Cornhill / South Street Task and Finish Group held on 25 April 
2023 be agreed. 

 
46. Town Crier Allowance 
  

The Committee considered a report from the Finance Officer proposing that the Town Crier 
allowance be increased from £552.34 to £600 a year. It was noted that there had been no 
inflationary rise in the allowance since before 2014. Members requested that a replacement 
clothing reserve be included in next years budget. 



Resolved 
 

That, as from 1 April 2023, the Town  Crier Allowance to be increased to £600 per 
year. 
 

47. Business Improvement District Ballot 
  

The Committee considered authorising the Town Clerk to vote on behalf of the Council in 
respect of the forthcoming BID ballot. 
 
In discussing this matter the Committee agreed that it would be useful for the appropriate 
BID Director to attend a future meeting of the Committee to update it on the work of the 
BID. 
 
Recommended 
 

That, on behalf of the Council, the Town Clerk be authorised to vote in favour of 
renewing the Dorchester BID. 

 
48. Municipal Buildings Project Outturn 
 

The Committee had before it a report by the Finance Officer setting out the final cost of the 
Municipal Buildings works. It was noted that, since the report had been written, the 
Council’s Quantity Surveyor had indicated that there was an additional £15,000 of 
expenditure yet to be paid as a result of some additional non contractual works. 
 
Members requested that further information be sought in respect of the funding package 
available for the proposed Municipal Buildings front of house works. 
 
Resolved 
 

That the report be noted. 
 

49. BDO LLP Auditors 
 

The Committee was informed that BDO LLP had been appointed as the Council’s external 
auditor. The Council had been requested to confirm that it had no conflict of interest with 
BDO LLP.  
 
Recommended 
 

That the Council has no conflict of interest with BDO LLP. 
 
50. Public Bodies (Admission to Meetings) Act 1960  
 

Resolved: 
 
That in view of the fact that publicity would be prejudicial to the public interest by reason of 
the confidential nature of the following matters the public and press representatives be 
excluded from this meeting during their discussion 



 
51. Old Tennis Courts, West Walks 
 

The Committee considered a report by the Town Clerk on a possible temporary use of the 
old tennis courts off West Walks. 
 
Resolved 
 

That the Town Clerk liaise with the CLT in respect of the possible use in accordance 
with the suggestion set out in paragraph 5 of the report. 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
Chairman…………………………………………………………………………….. 
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Appendix 2 

Cornhill Task and Finish Group Meeting Notes 
Date: 25. 04.2023 
Attending:  

• Stella Jones, Councillor 

• Janet Hewitt, Councillor 

• Frances Hogwood, Councillor 

• Matilda Manley, Tourism Development Officer 

• Emma Scott, Community Development Officer 

• Prisha Metha and Isla Finucane, Youth Council Reps 

Apologies:  

• Susie Hosford, Councillor  

• Rory Major, Councillor 

 
The Town Council Officers present gave updates on actions from the previous meeting. The group 
discussed each of these in turn and agreed follow up actions.  
Item 1 - Youth Council  

• Action from previous meeting: Emma to invite two representatives from the Youth Council 

to join the task and finish group. 

• Update: Two representative from Youth Council present at the meeting.  

Item 2 – Highway clarification  

• Action from previous meeting:  Emma to speak with Dorset Highways to clarify the 

traffic regulations and what the access requirements are. Matilda and Emma to find out how 

pedestrianised shopping streets are managed in other towns such as Sherborne. 

• Update: Emma has spoken to Sherborne Town Council to find out how bollards are 

managed there. Their bollards are removable, anyone can take them in and out and the 

system is not working well there. Emma has spoken to Chris Peck at Dorset Council and 

some other measures to manage pedestrianised roads are being looked into but couldn’t 

share.  

• Follow up action: Matilda to contact Dorchester Transport Action Group regarding flow of 

traffic. 

• Follow up action: Matilda to check minimum width of access needed for emergency 

vehicles and find out if there is a restriction on the size of vehicle going down the road.  

Item 3 – Cornhill Market 

• Action from previous meeting: Matilda to speak to Cornhill markets manager about the 

Cornhill project to ensure design complements the market 

• Update: Matilda has spoken to Grant and he is happy to come along to a meeting and keen 

to be involved. Matilda has helped Grant set up a new Facebook page and create a new logo 

for the Dorchester Cornhill Market.  

• Discussion: Group pleased that Grant willing to be engaged and would like to invite him to 

next meeting 

• Follow up Action: Matilda: Invite Grant to next meeting 

 



Item 4 – Pop-up events and experiences in Cornhill area 

• Action from previous meeting: Matilda to look at running some pop-up events and 

experiences in Cornhill area this summer to see how they go down/how they fit in the 

space.  

• Update:  

o Dorchester Fringe Festival in the planning stages – being led by Katy Jones - Possible talk 

of a silent disco, paint by numbers and music. 

o Planning a Town Pump pop up as part of Home of Hillforts and Henges – treasures table 

and Lego pop up.  

o Sunflower mural painted in area as part of Summer of Sunflowers 

Discussion: Group pleased with the activities planned. Group discussed the need to allocate 
funding and resource to managing events in the space going forward once the planned 
works are completed. Suggestion that this could be joint funded by the BID. Group discussed 
what sort of events young people would like to go to. Youth Council reps said that the 
success of an event for young people would depend on who organised it.  
Discussion of a possible event at Cornhill organised by the Youth Council or a board at 
Thomas Hardye School that young people could use to make suggestions of events/sign up 
to help organise events for young people. 
The possibility of overflow from bands that book the bandstand at Borough Gardens to 
Cornhill was discussed. 

• Follow up action: Emma Scott and Youth Council reps: Youth Council to discuss events for 

young people at Cornhill, possibility of them organising an event and ways in which they 

could gather information on what events young people would like to see at Cornhill  

• Follow up action: Matilda: Speak to Steve Newman about bands at Borough Gardens and 

overflow to Cornhill  

Item 4 – Paving  

• Action from previous meeting: Matilda to research suitable paving fitting agreed brief. 

• Update: There is already a big mix of paving in the area. The paving on one side of the 

Cornhill area is 200 by 100 mm block paving. On the other side is 350 by 350 mm slabs. The 

Cornhill seating area is currently a mix of 350 by 350 mm slabs and cobbles around the 

actual Town Pump and some drains too (see images below) 

 
Image 1 – current paving at Cornhill  

 
 
 



Possible options for going forward:   
o Compliment the 350 by 350 mm slab size with the 350 by 350 mm paving rather than 

adding another size and shape to the mix. The square shape would make it hard to 

define the areas though and may not compliment the possible curved bench layout. 

o Use big 600 by 600 mm slabs so that they can be a better surface for creating temporary 

art. This will be hard to define the areas though and may not compliment the curved 

bench layout. 

o Create a circular patterns using 200 by 100 mm paving or circular paving sets – these 

circles could creep out of the rectangular area.  

o Repave who width of road at Cornhill so the whole area is not so patchwork. 

Marshalls have been as a good supplier of paving that Dorset Council would approve. 
Priority for paving is that it is accessible and sustainable.  
o https://www.marshalls.co.uk/commercial/product/conservation-x-paving  

o https://www.marshalls.co.uk/commercial/product/lunar-paving 

o https://www.marshalls.co.uk/commercial/product/scoutmoor-yorkstone  

• Discussion: Group felt that the whole area at the bottom of South Street down to Durngate 

Street should be repaved to reduce mishmash. Some of the group liked the idea of circle 

patterned paving and the use of resin. Others like the suggestion of the large 600 by 600 

mm square paving slabs. The maintenance of the paving slabs and replacement by Dorset 

Council was discussed.  

• Follow up Action: Matilda: Share groups thoughts on paving with the Dorset Council 

Highways team and get feedback for the next meeting.  

Item 5 – Seating  

• Action from previous meeting: Matilda to research costings for heritage benches, charging 

benches and bespoke seating.  

• Update: Curved shape seemed popular at last meeting so Matilda focussed research on 

that. Despite having found the image below from the internet. Matilda could not find 

anywhere that actually makes them. Matilda spoke to Broxap (recommended by Outdoor 

Services Manager) over the phone and they have said that they would recommend steel 

rather than cast iron benches for curved benches and the cost of curved cast iron would be 

very high.  

 
Inage 2 – curved cast iron bench 

 
 

https://www.marshalls.co.uk/commercial/product/conservation-x-paving
https://www.marshalls.co.uk/commercial/product/lunar-paving
https://www.marshalls.co.uk/commercial/product/scoutmoor-yorkstone


Possible seating options that are available off the rack –  
1. Easthorpe by Broxap  – https://www.broxap.com/easthorpe.html  

This is made in house therefore can be configured to any shape. The semi-circular timber 
and steel construction comes in a range of finishes, manufactured to any required 
dimension. The steel can be lots of colours 
The semi circular shape in the main picture below costs - £2,747.00 ex VAT – plus 
installation and delivery costs  

 
Image 3 - Easthorpe by Broxap  

 
Image 4 and 5 – Alternative Easthorpe configurations  

https://www.broxap.com/easthorpe.html


 
Image 6 – https://www.marshalls.co.uk/commercial/product/m3-curved-seat  

Option for Changing bench – https://www.westcotec.co.uk/wp-
content/uploads/2019/01/Westcotec-Urban-Smart-Bench.pdf - this one has a back rest and 
is wooden. One of these would cost £2,650 plus installation and delivery.  
Or https://www.cyclepods.co.uk/smart-solar-bench/  
Bespoke seating - There are different options for this: 

o Option 1 - Buy a bespoke seat https://www.allurban.co.uk/products/benches/ 

comes in any colour – concrete and fibreglass  

o Option 2 – Tender and commission a community artist to create a bespoke bench 

with influence from the community - https://www.gillespies.co.uk/news/the-

designs-for-the-new-benches-in-rochdale-town-square-are-coming-to-life  

o Option 2 – Tender for a bench. Could use someone like Arts Development 

Company to do this with us.  

• Discussion: Group liked the curved shapes but did not like the metal benches -too cold. 

Would like wood and metal but felt the design of the Easthorpe bench would not suit and 

would like the design to look more like a heritage cast iron bench. Youth Council 

representatives liked the https://www.allurban.co.uk/portfolio-items/boomer-two/ bench 

design best. A two-sided element to the bench would be preferred. The group 

acknowledged that some people would like to be able to sit in a big group and some would 

like to be able to sit alone and this needed to be reflected in the layout and seating design.  

Group discussed creation of brief for bespoke bench. 

• Follow up actions: Matilda: Research more benches following group feedback. 

• Follow up action: Matilda and Emma: Create a brief for bespoke bench to share. 

Item 6 – layout  

• Action from previous meeting: Matilda to scope possible seating layouts to share at next 

meeting.   

• Update: Matilda shared the following mocked up layout options and visuals. The green 

circles indicate trees in planters, the grey squares indicate bins, the large grey circle is the 

entertainment zone, the small grey rectangles are bike racks.  

1  2   

https://www.marshalls.co.uk/commercial/product/m3-curved-seat
https://www.westcotec.co.uk/wp-content/uploads/2019/01/Westcotec-Urban-Smart-Bench.pdf
https://www.westcotec.co.uk/wp-content/uploads/2019/01/Westcotec-Urban-Smart-Bench.pdf
https://www.cyclepods.co.uk/smart-solar-bench/
https://www.allurban.co.uk/products/benches/
https://www.gillespies.co.uk/news/the-designs-for-the-new-benches-in-rochdale-town-square-are-coming-to-life
https://www.gillespies.co.uk/news/the-designs-for-the-new-benches-in-rochdale-town-square-are-coming-to-life
https://www.allurban.co.uk/portfolio-items/boomer-two/


3  4    

5  6   

7  8   
 

  
• Discussion: The group liked the layout of 7 with a curved seat on the right-hand side and a 

two-sided bench in the middle and a semi-circle round the town pump the best. This is 

mocked up below:    



 
• Follow up action: Matilda: Draw the preferred design to scale in the space and share.  

Item 7 - Committee Schedules  

• Action from previous meeting: Matilda to look at committee schedules to help calculate 

more definitive project milestones. 

• Update: Matilda spoke with Dorset Council Highways team and they have said that, in the 

1st instance, Dorchester Town Council can go ahead and discuss what they want to achieve, 

then Corinne Holbrook and Stephen Mepham would take a look at the proposed design 

from obstruction point of view (and probably involve someone from Alison Curtis team to 

advise). TC would have to “adopt” furniture etc (same as benches) maintain and cover with 

their own insurance etc. Highways not sure if design would need planning permission or 

need to any Dorset Council committees. They are investigating.  

Item 8 – Agenda and dates of next meeting 
Group would like to meet at The Town Pump for the next meeting in early June. Date to be 
confirmed.  
Group would like to hear updates on actions and focus on lighting and planting at the next meeting.  
Grant and Carl Dallison to be invited to the next meeting. 
Action: Matilda to invite Carl Dallison to next meeting to input on planting 
Action: Matilda to check availability of group members and set date for next meeting 
 


